him power and advantage; and he beareth it with so little philosophy, that, if I had ill-nature enough for it, there is occasion given me to triumph. You see I cannot hinder myself from imparting my satisfaction to so good a friend.' But the wonder was how the finger of my Lord Privy Seal was able to effect tins against the shoulder of the Duke of York, who continued Rochester's constant friend.
September 4. I went to the Duke of Newcastle at his castle of Nottingham, who lodged me there, though all visitors except near relations lay in the town. He entertained me with the stories of Ins daughter's marriage to the Earl of Thanet, which was privately done, some days • before, I having been the first that proposed it to the earl. The Duke of Buckingham had been there not long before, who had given him a long scheme of affairs above, whereby it should seem that the French interest prevailed still at Court. He told me Buckingham was angry with the Marquis of Halifax for refusing to admit of private •communication with the Prench ambassador, when he offered to bring him to his lordship, and said his power would never be considerable because he was averse to that interest. In line I believe there was little which the duke knew of this kind that he concealed from me. All the nobility of that and the neighbouring counties had met there at this time upon occasion of a horse-race, most of whom his grace entertained one night at supper and a ball.
September 7.    I returned to Thrybcrgh.
September 20. I received a kind letter about this time from my Lord Marquis of Halifax and some others from several persons, by which I understood a probability